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Laycock Primary school has a half form entry Reception Class. Children join us at the beginning of their Reception Year, in the school year in which they are 5 years old. We receive children from a number of different nurseries and backgrounds.  We know that children begin school with a variety of experiences and learning.  Practitioners work with children in Reception to build on and develop that prior learning and experience.  This is achieved by ensuring that all adults involved with the child, including teachers, support staff and parents/ carers work together effectively to support children’s learning and development. At Laycock Primary School we have chosen to take part in the governments’ new baseline assessment and have trialled the new Early Years Framework.
The EYFS is based upon four principles:

· A Unique Child
· Positive Relationships
· Enabling Environments with teaching and support from adults 
· Learning and Development
Aims

We believe that it is the right of every child in our school to:

· Grow up safe and healthy

· Enjoy a purposeful curriculum 

· Achieve and succeed in their learning
· Make a positive contribution to the community 
At Laycock Primary School, we aim to:

· Provide children with a safe and stimulating environment which takes into account the needs of every child, 
· Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs in order to help each child progress,
· Provide opportunities for children to learn through play in all areas of learning and development,
· Work in partnership with parents/carers and value their contributions.
Learning and Development

The EYFS Profile summarises and describes children’s attainment at the end of the Reception year. It is based on continuous observation and assessment in the three prime areas and four specific areas of learning, as well as the Characteristics of Effective learning. The prime areas are the essential building blocks for education; promoting curiosity, good relationships and excitement for learning. 
The 3 Prime Areas are:
· Communication and language
· Physical development 

· Personal, social and emotional development 
The 4 Specific Areas: 

· Literacy 
· Mathematics  
· Understanding of the World 
· Expressive Arts and Design 
The 3 Learning Characteristics:

· Playing and Exploring.

· Active Learning

· Creating and thinking critically. 
At Laycock Primary School we deliver all of the areas of learning through planned purposeful play, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities. We use a skills based approach to link knowledge with skills and focus our themes around children’s interests where possible. The characteristics of effective learning are woven through our provision and delivery to encourage the development of these characteristics to promote independence and learning skills. Within each area of learning there are Early Learning Goals (ELG’s) that define the expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS.
Planning
At Laycock Primary School we plan and deliver a broad and balanced skills based curriculum for all of our pupils in Reception, which is closely linked to the prime and specific areas of learning. Our learning is closely linked to children’s interests in order to promote maximum success and engagement. We challenge our pupils through a broad and balanced curriculum. Our planning shows how the principles of the EYFS are put into practice. It is informed through observations of the children, which enable us to understand and develop their current interests, development and learning needs effectively. 
Assessment, Recording and Monitoring

At Laycock Primary School, we adhere to the principles of assessment for learning. We have trialled the governments’ baseline assessment through 2020 and 2021 and use this to baseline our children upon entry to school. We review what we know about each child’s learning and development and use this to make informed decisions about the child’s progress. This is used to inform planning for the next steps in the child’s learning.  Children are also encouraged to assess their own work and suggest ways that they could improve it.  All children have paper learning journeys, in which observations are added daily and children’s progress tracked. Parents are also encouraged to add observations to their child’s learning journey and are regularly welcomed into school to review their progress so far. 
Formative Assessment

Formative assessment may take place through anecdotal observations, focussed observations recorded on assessment sheets or through other focussed assessments such as annotated work or independent challenges. 
Summative Assessment

The children are assessed on entry to Reception using the governments baseline assessment and additional assessment activities. This allows the class teacher to gain an understanding of children’s previous knowledge, which is used to inform future planning. It also gives predictions for end of KS1 attainment. Throughout the year, children are also assessed. It is expected that most children will achieve the Early Learning Goal by the end of the Reception year; these assessments are recorded on whole class and individual trackers. The class teacher updates the whole class trackers on entry, at the end of the Autumn Term, Spring Term and the Summer Term. Summaries of each child’s progress are produced and recorded on individual trackers which are shared with parents at parent consultation meetings.  
At the end of the Reception year, the class teacher completes an EYFS Profile which indicates whether the child has reached the expected ELG or is still working towards this expected standard. This is a summary of all the formative assessments undertaken and makes statements about a child’s achievements against the 17 strands of learning. Children who obtain ELG in the prime areas plus Literacy and Mathematics are said to have achieved a ‘Good Level of Development’. After the EYFS Profile has been completed, parents receive a written report with details of their child’s attainment in each of the prime and specific areas.  
The Learning Environment

We aim to create an attractive, welcoming and stimulating learning environment which will encourage children to explore, investigate and learn through first hand experience.  We also make it a place where children feel secure and confident, and are given opportunity to develop their independence through continuous basic provision and enhanced provision.
Activities are planned for both indoors and outdoors.  The learning environment is set out through a variety of different areas: role play, reading, phonics, numeracy, de-constructive role play, creative, malleable, construction, sand, water and small world.  These areas are arranged carefully to provide both quiet and more active aspects to the learning environment.  
Rigorous observation is essential in order to assess children’s abilities and to ensure appropriate planning and continuity for the curriculum. The provision and planning for all activities reflects children’s interests to promote a love of learning and increase outcomes. 
Outdoor Provision

At Laycock Primary School, we provide opportunities for children to progress within the Early Years Framework through outdoor provision, in all areas of learning.

Outdoor play is essential for all aspects of a child’s development. It can provide children with experiences which enable them to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically. In doing so it provides a rich context for the development of their language and encourages positive attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle.

Outdoor play is seen as an integral part of Early Years provision.  Within our outdoor provision children have regular access to a bespoke climbing frame, mud kitchen, outdoor reading area, a range of gross motor skills equipment and our woodland area. 
Security Outside
An Adult must check the outdoor gates are locked before children go outside. Shutters are not to be opened and closed whilst children are outside. All equipment must be kept inside the red lines in accordance with Laycock’s health and safety policy. 
Slide and Mud kitchen; 

· Must be checked every morning in accordance with the inspection sheet 

· An adult must be watching these areas at all times when children are outdoors 

· Only 1 child may go down the slide at once 

· No other items of equipment are to be taken onto the slide 

· All children in the mud kitchen must wear aprons 
Induction

Children join the Reception class at Laycock Primary School from a variety of different settings.

The Reception Class Teacher makes it a priority to visit each child, with The Parental Involvement Worker, in their current setting for an informal introduction session. This is an opportunity for the child to meet their new class teacher in a familiar setting in which they feel safe. It also establishes a link between the school and parents. 
An opportunity is given for children to visit their new school in the summer term before they start school.  This is led by the Head Teacher and the Reception class teacher and introduces the children and their parents and carers to the school and school procedures.  Parents and carers have the opportunity to meet the class teacher and to visit the Reception classroom.

Practitioners in Reception endeavour to obtain records from previous Early Years settings where possible and this information is used to ensure a smooth transition from nursery to school. Additional provision is put in place where necessary for any pupils with SEN. 
Reception to Year 1 Transition

The teachers from Reception and Year 1 work closely together in order to make the transition from Early Years Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1 as smooth as possible by;
· Encouraging children to develop independence when dressing and undressing and when organising their personal belongings throughout the Reception year.
· Shared planning time where KS1 and EYFS teachers share planning ideas and support each other.

· Regular EYFS and KS1 meetings

· Peer observations and peer marking 

· Review of transition weekly in Autumn 1 

· Reception children will do Guided reading in preparation of Ks1. 

· We aim for all Reception children to be at least at the end of Phase 3 phonics when entering Year 1.
· Sharing EYFS Profile reports with the child’s Year 1 class teacher. 
· Arranging a meeting between Reception and Year 1 teachers to discuss the individual needs of children in July.
· Organising a transition afternoon for Reception children to visit their Year 1 class and teacher in the summer term.
· Ensuring that the Year 1 classroom includes areas of provision similar to those in the Reception classroom.
· HLTA’s also work across both classrooms and support the transition of pupils from Reception to Key stage 1 accordingly. HLTA’s deliver specific interventions across EYFS and KS1 with pupils where necessary for continuity. 
The role of parents/carers 

We strongly encourage parents and carers to work together with the adults involved in children’s learning in school.  This results in a positive impact on children’s development. A successful partnership needs to be a two-way flow of information, knowledge and expertise.  We aim to develop this by:

· Outlining the Reception curriculum to parents and carers during the induction process.

·  Enabling parents/carers to understand the value of supporting their child’s learning at home by giving examples of support.
· Sending home a curriculum leaflet each half term, informing parents and carers of the learning that will be taking place at school, with suggestions of how they can help support their child’s learning at home.
· Encouraging parents/carers to read with their child every night and to comment on reading progress in a home/ school diary.

· Discussing children’s individual targets with parents/ carers at parent/teacher consultation meetings. 
· Parents are encouraged to use Class Dojo to communicate regularly with the class teacher and share feedback and activities they have done at home.
· Sending home children’s individual attendance reports and curriculum trackers which show key areas for development. 
· Parents are regularly encouraged to make contributions to learning journeys via Class Dojo and in observation format. 

· Parents are invited into school on an at least half termly basis as part of our 50 things to do before you’re 5 programme.
· Providing an end of year written report to parents/carers summarising their child’s progress against the Early Years Framework and EYFS assessment data.

· Develop support mechanisms for parents/carers via the work of the school’s Parental Involvement Worker and Learning Mentor. 
· Providing materials that help to develop fine motor skills, letter and number formation. 
· Maintaining up-to-date supportive information on the school website: www.laycockprimary.co.uk. 
Equal Opportunities

At Laycock Primary School all pupils, regardless of ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, gender or ability, have equal access to all aspects of school life and work and we ensure that every child is valued fully as an individual.  Practitioners, as role models, are aware of the influence of adults in promoting positive attitudes and use that influence to challenge stereotypical ideas.

Inclusion

Children with identified Special Educational Needs are given support and challenge as appropriate to enable them to access the curriculum fully.  This includes children that are more able, as well as those with specific learning difficulties and disabilities.  Children are monitored through Reception and if appropriate an ‘Individual provision map’ is written and closely monitored for progress through the year.  This allows the class teacher to aid early identification of any specific needs that a child may have.
Individual provision maps identify targets in specific areas of learning for those children who require additional support or challenge, in line with the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy.  The Reception teacher discusses these targets with the child and his/her parents/carers. Progress is monitored and reviewed formally at regular intervals during the school year.
The school’s Inclusion Manager supports this process by providing additional information and advice to parents/carers and practitioners, and by arranging external intervention and support where necessary.

For further information please see the Special Educational Needs Policy.
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